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By Rev. R. E. Fulton, D. D.

So much has been said and written and done
of late in the direction of Pan-Protestantism,
if not Pan-Christendom, it may be profitable to
inquire into the desirability of suech a state
and the most effective method of attaining it.
It has oeenrred to the writer that consider-
able emphasis should be placed nupon the sub-
jeet of Eeelesiology, using that term not in its
narrower sense of denominational limits, but
in the broader meaning of the nature, author-
ity, constitution and purpose of the church.
We hold to the identity of the chureh in all
eges. It has been defined as ““the community
of the pious, separated spiritually from the
rest of mankind, existing under a preseribed
constitution through all time in order to bear
witness to His person, authority, truth and
grace, and to worship and glorify IIim before
the world.”” Tts history may be conveniently
divided into three periods: the Patriarchal,
Hebraie, and Christian, representing the
three distinet forms under which it has ex-
isted. During the first two period the eelle-
siastical limits were rather eireumseribed, due
to the faet that this was the stage of prepara-
tion. God’s people were receiving the reve-
lation of the plan of salvation, digesting it,
being trained themselves to be missionaries of
the evangel. TPaul tells us that in this mat-
ter they were minors, novitiates, children to
be tanght. The Teacher found it necessary to
employ objeets of sense in order to introduce
the spiritual. Many earnest souls learned the

Jlesson, and, rising above the sensuous, joy-

fully embraced the doctrine of a salvation by
faith. Others remained the children of Abra-
ham, according to the flesh only, to the end
of their lives.

From the day of Pentecost, the church hav-
ing reecived its ‘“treasure in ecarthen ves-
sels,”” entered upon the grand work of evan-
gelizing the world, of establishing a world-
church. Any student of Seriptures knows
that this idea is entirely seriptural. The in-
stances of Cornelius, of Paul’s converts, of the
Jerusalem council, as also the doetrine of the
universality of the chureh taught in both the
Old and the New Testaments, make it plain
that God is no “respeeter of persons,’” but will
gather all those from every nation who are the
children of Abraham by faith. Yet, however
seriptural and in accordance with the plan
of God this was, human ambition entered in,
and the missionary spirit lapsed into lust for
ecclesiastical empire, Rome cast the spell of
her name over all Europe. The popes grasped
at the falling scepter of the Caesars, and,
mounting the imperial throne, assayed to unite
all Christendom in one organization with one
head. The maxim of Cyprian ‘‘extra eeccle-
siam nulla salutas,”” was eagerly embraced.
The Church was conceived of as one and in-
divisible, a visible organization, having a ree-
ognized center, one code of laws, one belief,
one mode of worship. Henece there were Acts
of Supremacy and Uniformity from the days
of Cloris and Charlemagne, through Charles
V and Philip IT, to Henry VIII and Elizabeth.

James Bryce deseribes in his inimitable way,

how, for many centuries, Europe supposed
that a world-state and a world-church were
absolutely indispensable to one another and
to human society. The pope crowned the em-
peror, the emperor fought for the pope. Yet
they were far from harmonious. Some of the
bloodiest wars of the European nations were
due to the ambitious designs of the popes, who
did not hesitate to foment strife between
sovereigns only to increase the prestige and
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power of the papacy. This was the natural
sequence of the church’s invasion of the prov-
ince of the state. The mediaeval Chureh
aimed at organiec union and employed all the
means of coercion devisable by a Satanie imag-
ination for its attainment, but it had not the
unity for which the IHead of the Church
prayed. Unity is intclligent, not ignorant;
unity is action, a perfeetly artieulating mech-
anism, not a form for the flowing metal.
Therein lies the difference between union and
unity. There were some minds during this
period who dared to think, as William of
Uecom, Morsilius of Padna, and others.

Now does the Chureh of to-day, the Prot-
estant Church, want a world-chureh? 1 say,
yes, most heartily, but of the seriptural type.
A church, which, though not having the arti-
ficial externality of organic union, yet pre-
sents the real unity for which our Lord prayed.

“The Chureh’s one foundation
Is Jesus Christ, her Lord;

She is his new ereation
By water and the word;

From heav’n he came and sought her
To be his holy bride;

With his own blood he bought her,
And for her life he died.

‘‘Eleet from every nation,
Yet one o'er all the earth,
Her charter of salvation
One Lord, one faith, one birth;
One holy name she blesses
Partakes one holy food,
And to one hope she presses,
With every grace endued.”’

Our book of Church Order declares that, ‘Tt
is according to seriptural example that the
Church should be divided into many particular
Churches.”” The division of the one Church into
several denominations is due to three main
causes—natural, social, and political ; temper-
amental differences, the general arrangement
of society, the forms of eivil government. What,
then, are the essential works of the church
by which it may be known throughout the
world in all ages. ‘‘The visible church, which
is also Catholie, or universal under the gos-
pel (not confined to one nation as before, under
the law), consists of all those throughout the
world, that profess the true religion, together
with their children, and is the Kingdom of
the Lord Jesus Christ, the house and family
of God, out of which there is no ordinary pos-
sibility of salvation.”” Reference has already
been made to Rome's definition of the Chureh.
The Anglicans make apostolic succession the
chief mark of the church and the controversy
in England over a jure divino Episcopacy and
a jure divino Presbyterianism will be recalled.
Practically all churches follow the Apostle’s
Creed in professing faith in the holy ‘‘cath-
olic”” church, but become very self-conscious
when the question of which one is ‘‘catholic’’
is raised. Calvin, the exponent oof the Re-
formed view, held that any church is a true
church in which are found belief in the gospel,
the preaching of the word, and due adminis-
tration of the sacraments. Quoting again from
our confession: ‘‘This catholic church hath
been sometimes more, sometimes less, visible,
And particular churches, which are members
thereof, are more or less pure, according as the
doctrine of the gospel is tanght and embraced,
ordinances administered, and publie worship
performed more or less purely in them. The
purest churches under heaven are subject both
to mixture and error: And some have be-
come so degenerated, as to become no churches
of Christ, but synagogues of Satan. Never-
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theless, there shall be always a church on earth
to worship God according to his will.”’.

The two main objeets of the church’s ex-
istence are worship and testimony. The au-
thority given by Jesus, the Head, is decla-
rative and ministerial only. Now is the organie
union of all the particular churches essential
to the realization of this mission? History
does not prove it. The period when this was
the case was the period of the church’s least
vitality. The salt had well-nigh lost its savor.
She was least ‘‘visible’’ when she had ‘the
highest form of ‘‘organie’” union. It was thén
that her testimony was weakest. But God, in
His providence, again ushered in the day when
every one might say to his neighbor, ““‘Know
the Lord,’" so that we are now much nearer the
time when all shall know Him, from the least
to the greatest. The apostle’s analogy of the
church to the human body is still indicative of
the most effective way, for each of the dis-
tinetive groups of Christians has a very im-
portant funection toward this body of Christ.
While there is a diversity of gifts there is one
spirit. No, the seriptural method for render-
ing the church more visible is not in placing
supreme emphasis on government, bringing all
believers under one ecclesiastical dominion, but
in every church member becoming a living
epistle, known and read of all men, a lively
stone in the temple of God, presenting his
body a living sacrifice, witnessing to the other-
worldness of Christ’s kingdom. It is the can-
did opinion of the writer that the church of
to-day is greatly in need of a revival of apo-
stolic religion.”” The present Europcan war
has convinced all of that fact. When deism
held the day during the eighteenth century in
England and America, Jonathan Edwards sent
out his call to prayer. It was the earnest
prayer of God’s people, coupled with the
straightforward preaching of the word that
brought in the ‘‘Great Awakeneing.”’ Let us
have more praying Christians, more personal
workers. Let every member hear the mission-
ary call. Let our public services be spiritual
and not a bidding for the world by an appeal
to the aesthetic and hedonie. Let the ministry
be truly an office of instruetion, the unfold-
ing of divine truth, the general education of
believers and their children, and of all who
are willing to hear the word. Let the officers
rule in meekness and love. We have been at
church courts and heard much discussion as to
the best ““method’” of doing the Lord’s work,
whereas a bare handful could be gotten to-
gether for morning prayer. The ery is “‘busi-
ness first,”’ as if the whole of the court’s ac-
tivities were not the Lord’s business. With
the universal spiritual coneeption of the church
we link ourselves with the chureh of the
patriarchs, of the apostles, of all that cloud of
witnesses with which we are compassed about.
This is a much nobler conception and more in-
spiring. I leave with you the following re-
mark of Morris: ‘‘The spirit of hicrarchy is the
ever-threatening peril, the chiefest evil, of or-
ganic Christianity. The only possible anti-
dote lies in the broadeast, most eontinuons and
urgent enunciation of the holy precept of our
Lord, embodied for His church through all
time in the golden sentence, ‘I am among yon
as one that serveth.”’’ Let us labor and pray
that the church of the Lord Jesus Christ may
become more and mqr= visible, more and more
manifest, until his kingdom may come.

Clarksville, Tenn. ‘

True bravery is shown by performing with-
out witnesses what one might be capable of
doing before all the world.—La
cauld, 7

Rochefou-




